
Higher Education
ArubaOS 8 – Making the grade
The university campus is likely the most complex mobility 
environment. Supporting thousands of users – faculty, staf, 
students and guests – in a way that enables a reliable and 
superior always-on experience, no matter the device or 
location can be daunting.

The Top 10 Issues for IT for 2017 include Student Success, 
Sustainable Funding, and Sustainable Staffi2

ArubaOS 8, with a centralized architecture, introduces the 
Mobility Master, a new component that hosts network 
services and allows networks to scale due to increased 
demand for mobile and IoT devices in universities. Deployed 
both as a virtualized appliance or x86 hardware for better 
compute and memory power, Mobility Master includes a 
set of integrated features to provide reliability at all levels, 
automation and built in intelligence, simplifed operations 
and enhanced security.

ArubaOS also introduces the Mobility Controller as a Virtual 
Appliance, allowing for fexibility of deployment. 

MULTI-DEVICE USERS CREATE 
NUMEROUS CHALLENGES
University users are tech savvy, with many connecting 
multiple wired and wireless devices to the network. The 
campus is saturated with mobile device dense locations like 
student centers, dorm buildings, lecture halls and sporting 
venues. Large universities report millions of authentications 
to the network per day – with each user expecting a fast and 
reliable connection and a great mobile experience.

UNIVERSITY IT CHALLENGES
Ensuring a high functioning network to support student 
success and satisfed users isn’t easy, especially in times of 
budget cuts and staffing shortfalls. University IT departments 
not only need insight into their network to improve user 
experience, but they also need intelligent network solutions 
that are fexible and can automate network functionality.

ARUBAOS 8 ENABLES NETWORK 
RELIABILITY, AUTOMATION, AND 
OPERATIONAL SIMPLICITY
As users engage with their mobile devices to study, teach 
and socialize, they most likely aren’t thinking about their 
connection nor the foundational network infrastructure that 
is behind that connection – unless, of course, they begin to 
have issues with network access.

66% of college students connect  2+ devices 
simultaneously1 Network demands increase with 
the proliferation of IoT and wearable devices

“ArubaOS 8 allow us to centrally manage and push  
network configurations without the need for ne  
hardware appliances.”
Sean O’Connor,  Chief Information Security Officer and 
Assistant CIO Worchester Polytechnic Institute.3

“Significantly more nimble with ArubaOS 8 , such 
as whe we receive special event requests with 
various forms of access. Previously, it required 
about a day to design a solution. Now, we do it in 
less than an hour.”
Ron Gardner,  Network Engineer at Townsville, James Cook 
University in Australia4

1 ECAR Study of Undergraduate Students and Information Technology, 2016, https://library.educause.edu/~/media/files/library/2016/10/eig1605.pdf
2 Educause Top 10 IT Issues for 2017, http://er.educause.edu/articles/2017/1/educause-research-snapshot
3 http://news.arubanetworks.com/press-release/arubanetworks/hpe-aruba-introduces-developer-ready-mobile-first-platform-unlock-potent
4 https://community.arubanetworks.com/t5/Technology-Blog/James-Cook-University-s-Move-to-ArubaOS-8/ba-p/295892



01727 201 860
he@xma.co.uk
www.xma.co.uk


